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Sanskrit language transliteration guide 

 

Given below the list of commonly used vowels (10) and consonants (31). 

 
a like ÒaÓ in ÒRomanÓ 

A like ÒaÓ in ÒfarÓ 

i like ÒiÓ in ÒpinÓ 

I like ÒeaÓ in ÒpeakÓ 

u like ÒuÓ in ÒpullÓ 

U like ÒuÓ in ÒruleÓ 

E like ÒeyÓ in ÒtheyÓ (without the off-glide) 

ai like ÒaiÓ in ÒaisleÓ 

O like ÒoÓ in ÒnoteÓ 

ou like ÒowÓ in ÒnowÓ 

k like ÒkÓ in ÒskyÓ 

kh k with strong expulsion of breath 

g like ÒgÓ in ÒgoÓ 

gh g with strong expulsion of breath 

 

ch like the second ÒchÓ in ÒchurchÓ 

cch c with strong expulsion of breath 

j like ÒjÓ in ÒjamÓ 

jh j with a strong expulsion of breath 

 

T like ÒtÓ in ÒstopÓ with tongue curled further 

backward 

Th T with strong expulsion of breath 

D like ÒddÓ in ÒoddÓ with tongue curled further 

backward 

Dh D with strong expulsion of breath 

N like ÒnÓ in ÒlandÓ with tongue curled further 

backward 

 

t T with tongue starting just behind and touching the 

upper teeth 

th t with strong expulsion of breath 

d D with tongue starting just behind and touching the 

upper teeth 

dh d with a strong expulsion of breath 

n like ÒnÓ in ÒnoÓ with tongue starting just behind and 

touching upper teeth 

p like ÒpÓ in ÒspinÓ 

ph p with strong expulsion of breath 

b like ÒbÓ in ÒbanÓ 

bh b with strong expulsion of breath 

m like ÒmÓ in ÒmanÓ 

 

y like ÒyÓ in ÒyesÓ 

r like ÒrÓ in ÒdramaÓ 

l like ÒlÓ in ÒlionÓ 

v or w  like ÒwÓ in ÒweÓ 

 

S like ÒshÓ in ÒshallÓ 

sh approach the roof of the palatal dome with tip of the 

tongue and expel breath 

s like ÒssÓ ÒlessonÓ 

h like ÒhÓ in ÒhopeÓ 

 

 


